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00136 ROMA

The Southern African Foundation
Three of the issues of Spiritan News last year featured the East African, Central African and West
African Foundations. Apart from Nigeria and Angola, which are already Provinces, there are also two
smaller and more recent African Foundations: those of za·ire, recognized in 1986, and Southern Africa,
which had its first novitiate in 1983. Southern Africa now has one theologian, five first-cycle students
and eight aspirants, and, with the recent acquisition of a house of studies near Pietermaritzburg, the
Foundation is beginning to gather momentum.

An unfavourable political climate
Spiritans have been working in South Africa for just over
60 years, mainly among the blacks, who are still deprived of
basic political, economic and human rights. The injustices
of the apartheid system are well enough known from the
daily press and need not be extensively covered here, but it
may be well to trace briefly the background to the present
situation.

KROONSTAD

It was in 1652 that the Dutch East India Company established a settlement at what is now Cape Town, and the
Dutch continued to colonize the area in the 18th century . In
1806, Britain invaded and annexed the Cape Colony and,
with the influx of British settlers, the Dutch Boers moved
north in the Great Trek of 1835, overcoming the opposition
of the Zulus and other local peoples. Britain continued to
extend its influence, and annexed Natal in 1843, while recognizing the independence of the Boers in Transvaal and
the Orange Free State. However, when gold and diamonds
were discovered in large quantities there, Britain moved in
again and defeated the Dutch settlers in the Boer War of
1899-1902. In 1910 the Union of South Africa was
granted self-government, and two years later the African
National Congress (ANC) was formed to press for recognition of the rights of the black Africans, who had been living
in the country for far longer than the Dutch or British. The
ANC is already 75 years old, therefore, and, though it was
banned in 1960, it continues its struggle, and its leader, Nel-

Ficksburg

Spiritans and guests at Glen Ash on Pentecost Sunday
198 7. The Spiritans (with number indicating position from
left) are: Frs. Coelho (1), Susenberger (4), Steffen (6), Zimmermann (7), Robinson (9, Ireland), Br. Paul Heinz (11), Fr.
Kuckertz (12, District Superior), Fr. Moriarty (14).
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Spiritans are based in all the places indicated, except Kroonstad and Durban. Johannesburg is 120 kms. north of Frankfort, and Frankfort 120 kms. nonh of Bethlehem.
son Mandela, who has been in prison since 1962, has
gained international recognition .
In the early years of the century, British influence was
predominant, but in 1948 the Afrikaner Nationalist Party
came to power under Daniel Malan, and developed the apartheid system in its present form . All political power is in the
hands of the whites, and only 13% of the land, and that the
least produc.tuLe., is assigned to the blacks, in the so-called
·homelands·. The Group Areas Act prevents blacks and
whites from livi_ng in the same areas, and this leads to ·the
added injus,ice of the system of migrant workers, in which
blacks, who earn much smaller wages than whites, are separated for long periods from their families. Whites make up
only 15% of the population of 33,000,000, as compared
with 72% blacks, 10% ·coloured' and 3% Asian. South
Africa declared itself a republic in 1961 and left the Commonwealth. International pressure has been mounting over
the years for the abandonment of apartheid, and the South
African Catholic hierarchy, under the leadership of Archbishop Denis Hurley, O.M.I., of Durban, has for years been
pressing for change, even to the point of at times defying
the law.
In this politically tense climate, the Spiritans, nearly all of
whom are expatriates, are in a vulnerable position and have
little room for action outside what is strictly pastoral ministry . .However, by trial and error they have learned how to
cope with many of the restrictions of the system, as they
work for the building of God's Kingdom of justice and love.

Glen Ash: The main building.

Juniorate students.

Kroonstad and Bethlehem
The first Spiritan presence in Southern Africa dates back
to 1878, when that indefatigable traveller, Fr. Charles Duparquet, made a two-week trek from Cape Town to the new
settlement at Kimberley, 800 kms. to the north. As Prefect
Apostolic of Cimbebasia, which comprised parts of Angola,
Namibia and Botswana, he founded missions at Omaruru
(Namibia) and Mafeking (South Africa). These were staffed
by Irish Spiritans, but they lasted, respectively, only from
1879 to 1881 and from 1886 to 1889. The Spiritans then
withdrew to Angola.
It was in 1924 that the present Spiritan commitment in
Southern Africa began, with the arrival of members of the
German Province to run the new Prefecture Apostolic of
Kroonstad, under Mgr Leo Klerlein, C.S.Sp. The original
team with him consisted of three priests and six brothers,
only one of whom, Br. Baldomir Hermans, is alive today. At
the beginning they had only 821 Catholics, mainly of European origin, in an area of 65,000 sq. kms., but in the next
few years they opened parish centres and primary schools in
various places, and the original tiny white settlers' Church
turned into a black popular Church, with the Spiritans acting
as a de facto 'diocesan clergy·. In 1935 the Prefecture
became a Vicariate and Mgr Klerlein was ordained Bishop.
By 1948 the Church had grown so well that the Vicariate
was divided into the Vicariates of Kroonstad and Bethlehem,
with Kroonstad being entrusted to Dutch Dominicans and
the Spiritans staying on in Bethlehem. Each area had about
10,000 Catholics. Today Kroonstad has 91,000 Catholics
in a population of 855,000, and Bethlehem 69,000 Catholics
in a population of 651,000.
At the end of 1948, Bishop Klerlein stepped down, and
Bishop Peter Kelleter, C.S.Sp., replaced him in 1950. A
year later Bethlehem was made a full Diocese. Bishop Kelleter served for 25 years, until his resignation because of ill
health in 1975. He now lives in retirement in Bethlehem.
During all these years it was traditional mission parish
work that engaged the energies of the confreres. The Diocese of Bethlehem is largely a farming area with a scattered
population. About 97% of the Catholics are blacks, many of

The chapel.

them workers on white-owned farms. Each parish, therefore, is quite a large area, with a central ·mission· and a
number of outstations. Spiritans, for the most part, have
had to live on their own, or in twos. Apart from pastoral
and sacramental work, with home visitation playing a great
part, education was promoted with ' the opening of Catholic
primary schools, catechists were trained, a Catholic Sesotho-language newspaper was started, and there was social
involvement in development work, cooperatives, teachers'
and farmers' unions, and youth organizations.

The District and Foundation
A change for the Spiritans came in 1977, with the ordination of Bishop Hubert Bucher to succeed Bishop Kelleter.
Bishop Bucher, a diocesan priest, was born in the Diocese of
Regensburg, Germany, in 1931 and had been working in
South Africa since 1958. Spiritans were therefore no longer
responsible for the Diocese, though they still formed the
majority of the clergy.
In 1978 the name of the District was changed from Bethlehem to Southern Africa, indicating an openness to wider
commitments. In 1979 a 40-hectare ( 100-acre) farm was
bought at Glen Ash, near Bethlehem, to serve as a central
Spiritan House and a juniorate for aspirants. The house was
opened in November 1980, and a formation program was
begun the following year. In 1982 work was taken on in the
Diocese of Leribe, Lesotho, where there are now two Spiritans: Fr. Horst Schier, parish priest of Hlotse, and Fr. Franz
Moldan, assistant parish priest and directo~ of the Technical
School of Leribe.
On 28 Oct. 1982, the General Council erected a novitiate
at Glen Ash, and on 1 Feb. 1983 the novitiate opened with
one novice, Mr. Michael Sibeko, a Zulu from Vrede, and Fr.
Heinz Kuckertz as novice master. A month later the District
was shocked at the sudden loss of its recently elected
Superior, Fr. Peter Steinbrecher, 54, who was drowned
while swimming at a beach near Durban with relatives who
had gone out to South Africa for a holiday. (The recent District Superiors have been: Frs. Gerhard Steffen ( 1972-78
and 1983-86), Richard Jehle (1978-82), Peter Steinbrecher
(1982-83), and the present Superior, Fr. Heinz Kuckertz,
who was elected in 1986). Another tragic loss was that of
Fr. Josef Zepf, 50, who was shot to death by robbers in
1985. He had served as Vicar General of the Diocese from
1979-82.
.
Vocations work in the District is carried on with the
approval of Bishop Bucher and takes the usual form of personal contact with prospective candidates, retreats and other meetings.
An attractive prospectus-leaflet, entitled
"Here I am, send me", is distributed in three languages:
English, Zulu and Sesotho.
Candidates who are accepted but who have not yet
passed their matriculation (the final exam at secondary level)
prepare for this exam in the Glen Ash juniorate and are
helped to discern whether they have a Spiritan vocation.
There are eight candidates here at present, under Fr. Alberto
Coelho, a Portuguese confrere who was assigned to the District in 1984.

Laval House, near Pietermaritzburg.
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Those who decide to continue after matriculation go on
to the new house of studies, Laval House, which was

opened in November 1987 to accommodate both the firstcycle students and the theologians. This is located near Pietermaritzburg (90 kms. from Durban and 300 kms . from
Bethlehem) in a house made available by Archbishop Denis
Hurley of Durban. The director is Fr. John Moriarty, an Irish
Spiritan who had worked in Nigeria and later became District
Superior of Ghana ( 1981-84). At present there are five students in the first cycle, which comprises the usual pre-novitiate studies and includes a correspondence course from an
ecumenical institute in Johannesburg. There is no novitiate
this year, but a location has been chosen at Vrede for the
future novitiate. The five-year theology program following
profession will be done at the O.M.I. scholasticate at Cedara,
to which the students will travel ( 17 kms .) each day. Only
Mr. Michael Sibeko is following this course at present . He
has just made his perpetual vows (2 Feb .) and is due to be
ordained deacon at the end of the year.

An important feature of the District-Foundation is its
growing internationality. Most of the 84 Spiritans who
served during its first 60 years, to 1984, were from the German Province, but of the 21 professed confreres there at
present, 16 are from Germany (including two Brothers who
give valuable technical assistance), one from Portugal, one
from Ireland, one from America, one from Poland, and one a
South African Zulu. A young French confrere has just been
appointed to the District and should be arriving later this
1 year.
If one or two more confreres can be secured for the District, it will soon be able to undertake a project that Archbishop Hurley has been proposing to it : an urgently needed
team of three or four to work among the 50,000 migrant
workers on the outskirts of Durban . These live in hostels,
away from their families , and it is estimfited that about 30%
of them are Catholics .

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 1 Dec~, confirmed the election of Fr. Henricus van
LOON as District Superior of East-Cameroon for a second
three-year term, beginning on 5 Dec.;
• on 19 Dec ., confirmed the election of Fr. Michel de VERTEUIL as Provincial Superior of Trinidad for a fourth threeyear term, as from 12 December.

The Spiritan Rule of Life
The first bound copies of the new Spiritan Rule of Life in
French were received by the Generalate on 21 January, and
a few copies were sent out then. The bulk of the copies
were posted out in February, along with the accompanying
handbook written by the General Council. The English translation of the Rule and Handbook went to the printers at the
end of January and should be ready for posting by the
month of May.

Among the refugees in Zambia
Since last July, Fr. Frans Timmermans , former Superior
General, has been based in Harare, Zimbabwe, as pastoral
coordinator for refugees in the nine countries comprising the
regional grouping of Bishops of Southern Africa, IMBISA.
There are about 600,000 refugees in this area, and one of
the most welcoming of the countries is Zambia, which has
received 140,000 refugees - from Angola, Mozambique,
Za"ire, Namibia etc .
One of the large refugee camps in Zambia is that of
Maheba, where a 77-year-old Dutch Spiritan, Fr. Martin van
Koolwijk, has been working for over two years, giving both
spiritual and material assistance. Fr. van Koolwijk had
worked in Angola for 43 years ( 1939-82) until he was captured by UNIT A guerrillas. After an 800-km . walk lasting
two months and a further three months of captivity, he was
relea.sed through the Red Cross but was forbidden to return
to Angola. Fr. Timmermans, then Superior General , suggested that he work for Angolan refugees in Zambia and he
was glad to accept, but visa problems took a long time and
it was October 1985 before he arrived at Maheba, a camp in
the north-west of the country, in the Diocese of Solwezi.
Angolans had started arriving here in 1971, and there was a
large influx of them after 1976. At present there are some
12,500 refugees in the camp - nearly all Angolans, but with
a few Za"ireans and Namibians.
Fr. van Koolwijk joined a Swiss La Salette priest, Fr.
Joseph van Rickenbach, who had been the only Catholic
priest working in the camp since 1977 . About 2,000 of the
refugees are Catholics, and there are several other Christian

denominations. The camp covers a wide area , with two
parallel principal roads intersected at intervals of about a
kilometre by 30 cross streets. Each family has an area of
about five hectares ( 12 acres) to cultivate for themselves.
The Catholic mission is located on Street No. 16, with eight
outstation chapels at different points . Each chapel has its
council and catechist leader. There is daily Mass at the central chapel, and on Sundays the other chapels have Mass on
a rotation basis . The other -Christian denominations have
about 30 chapels.
Pastoral care of refugees has its special difficulties, as
these are people who have been uprooted from their country
and traditional surroundings, who arrive with practically no
possessions and have to make
a fresh start in a new environment. Many of the families
have been broken up and divided, and this is a further hardship.
Much of the pastor's
time has to be devoted to psychological healing and showing
the refugees that there is someone who cares. Most of the
refugees do not speak Portuguese, but Fr. van Rickenbach
speaks Mbundu and Fr. van
Koolwijk speaks Ngangela and
Nyemba.
However,
the
prayers and chants at a liturgical celebration may be in as
Fr. van Koolwijk.
many as six languages.
At first the camp was administered jointly by the Zambian Government, the U.N. High Commission for Refugees
and the Lutheran World Federation , but since 1983 it has
been administered by the Zambian Government alone . New
arrivals at the camp are provided with tents until they can
construct thatched huts for their family. They are also given
agricultural tools and for the first year are supplied with food
and clothing. After a year they are supposed to be self-supporting. Some, however, especially the elderly, are not able
to support themselves, and in 1986 the Catholic mission distributed 15,000 kgs . of maize flour to these. The flour was
bought from refugee farmers .
The camp itself is now self-sufficient in food, and can sell
maize, soya beans, cassava, rice and sunflower seeds in the
town of Solwezi, 80 kms. away. (Incidentally, there are
Nigerian Spiritans working in Solwezi.) To help the farmers,
the Catholic mission has a flour mill and two oil presses for
sunflower oil. The U.S. Government has sponsored the
construction of 500 fishponds for breeding tilapia, and the
Catholic mission has made two such ponds.
The camp has a small hospital, but run by nurses without
a doctor. There are five other dispensaries, one of them run
by the Catholic mission with a male nurse. The mission
ambulance is often used for driving serious cases to hospital
in Solwezi. Assistance to handicapped people (and several
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of the refugees are handicapped as a result of guerrilla warfare) is provided by the mission and by the Cheshire Foundation. A Spiritan, Fr. Kevin Doheny, from his office in Lusaka,
is coordinator for the Cheshire Homes for the handicapped in
Africa, and visits the Maheba camp from time to time. An
Irish lay volunteer for the Cheshire Foundation is based permanently at the camp and lives at the Catholic mission.
As for schooling, there are three primary schools at the
camp, and a secondary school has been built with Japanese
assistance. The education program is in English. The Catholic mission is not involved in the schools, but it runs classes
in sewing, hygiene and home economics for girls, with the
help of four or five women teachers.
Fr. van Koolwijk says: "I feel that I am being useful here,
and there is a lot of good that I can do. Missionaries who
have had to leave their mission can still do much for refugees whose language they can speak."

Libermann and the missions

Paul Coulon - Paule Brasseur

LIBERMANN

1802-1852
LiNE PENSEE ET UNE MYSTIQUE
Ml SSIONNAJRES,

Preface de Ulopold S~dar Senghor

de 1 Acad~mie franc;aise
1

An important study on Libermann and the missions is
due to be published (in
French) by Cerf, Paris, in June
this year. Libermann as a
master of spirituality has been
the subject of a good deal of
research and writing, but his
missionary thought and his
place in history as an organizer of the resumption of missionary work on the coasts of
Africa in the 19th century has
still not received sufficient attention. An attempt is made
in this 800-page volume to fill
the gap by bringing together a
number of studies on the missionary aspects of Libermann' s thought and action.

The work is the result of
cooperation between Spiritans and university professors, indicated by its two editors:
Fr. Paul Coulon, C.S.Sp., of Chevilly, and Prof. Paule Brasseur, of the ' Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales ',
Paris. The university professors who have contributed are
all specialists in religious history: J. Gadille, C. Prudhomme,
X. de Montclos and J.-C. Baumont (Lyon); Gerard Cholvy
(Montpellier); Bernard Plongeron; Paule Brasseur.
Among Spiritan authors an attempt was made to have
contributions from various countries, to indicate the international influence of Libermann's thought through the diffusion
of the Congregation. If all Provinces are not represented, it
is because studies fitting in with the historical methodology
adopted were not always available. Contributions from the
following Spiritans will be found: Frs. A. Berger, P. Coulon,
8. Ducol, H. Koren, J. Lecuyer, M. Legrain, A. Martins, J. Michel, F. Nicolas, 8. Noel, F. Pinus, J. T. Rath, P. Sigrist,
8. Tenailleau.
Africa itself is represented notably in the preface by President Leopold Senghor, of the French Academy. And the
chapter on the creation of the Vicariate of the Two Guineas,
and the arrival of Libermann's first missionaries in Africa,
was written by the recently deceased Zarrean historian, Fr.
Jean-lrenee Nkulu-Butombe.
Although it is the missionary aspects of the life, thought
and work of Libermann that have been stressed, the authors
have tried to make the book complete and coherent enough
to serve as a general introduction to Libermann and one that
will make him better known in university and historical circles. Within the Congregation, which is by no means exclusively European today, and in the wider family of Spiritan
Associates and sympathizers, it will serve as an authoritative initiation to Libermann studies. Care has been taken to
make it an instrument of research, with attention to notes,
references, bibliography and original documents. For exam-

pie, about a hundred pages are devoted to the texts of position papers that Libermann submitted to Propaganda Fide in
1840, 1844 and 1846 and other important missionary texts,
some of them previously unpublished. In the opinion of
some experts, the. book, apart from the light it casts on
Libermann, is an extremely rich source of information on the
period 1840-1850. It makes easy reading, as each contribution can be read on its own. There are 40 illustrations.
The price is 198 French francs (approx. US $36), but for
Spiritans ordering it from Rue Lhomond there is a special
price of 140 FF (c. $25) plus postage. The address is :
Librairie, 30 Rue Lhomond, 75005 Paris.

New marathon record
The Spiritan marathon record, held since 1984 by Fr.
Donal Murray of the Gambia with a time of 2 hrs. 51 mins.
55 secs., has been broken by Fr. Joseph Gough of Blackrock College, Ireland, who placed 76th in the Dublin marathon of 26 Oct. 1987 with a time of 2:41 :20. The times are
now beginning to look world-class.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
11 Apr. : Fr. Josef-Theodor RA TH (Germany).
21 June: Br. Leutfried ROEBEN (Canada).
60 Years of Profession:
9 Apr. : Frs. Peter BECKER (USA/E) and Josef STOCKER
(Germany).
60 Years of Priesthood:
18 June : Fr. James COLEMAN (Ireland).
50 Years of Profession:
21 June: Br. Oswald SCHREIBER (Germany).
50 Years of Priesthood:
24 Apr. : Frs. Friedrich GILB, Josef SPORNDLI, Friedrich
WEBER, Josef WIPPER (Germany), Arnold HUMPERT and Gerhard SEIFRIED (Puerto Rico).
11 June : Frs. Joseph CORLESS, Joseph LYNCH, Timothy
O'DRISCOLL, William ROCHE (Ireland), Patrick
FULLEN, Niall MACAULEY (Kenya) and Joseph
CARTER (Irish/San Francisco).
40 Years a Bishop:
25 Apr. : Bishop Joseph WHELAN (Ireland).
35 Years a Bishop:
26 Apr. : Bishop Agostinho LOPES DE MOURA (Portugal).
30 Years a Bishop:
3 May : Bishop Michael MOLONEY (Ireland).
25 Years a Bishop:
27 May : Bishop Dennis V. DURNING (Kilimanjaro).

Our Dead
(Note : The date of the death of Brother T omasz NARLOCH of Poland, incompletely given in our last issue, was 29
July 1987.)
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Arnoldus van DOMMELEN (Holland), 81.
Donat GROSDEMANGE (France), 76.
Andreas SCHAFRAT (Brazil Cent.), 60.
Albertus BLOMMAERT (Holland), 76.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

(7 4 deaths in 1987)
Henri MONNIN (Switzerland), 75.
Francis X. O'REILLY (USA/W), 78.
Peter P. WHITE (Ireland), 82,
Henricus (Ananias) DENIS (Holland), 76.
Franck DIJOUX (Reunion), 74.
Louis ALLAZ (Switzerland), 73.
Philip J. HAGGERTY (USA/E), 84.
Charles ANDREA (France), 75.
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